




 

M. Reid introduces us to Treves as a vibrant, 
optimistic professional, warmed by the prospect of a 
distinguished medical career. But rather than let 
successful research guide his direction, Reid's 
Treves disintegrates as material concerns eat away 
at his well-being. It is an impressive dramatic arc. 

In many ways, the story is framed by Gomm, who 
secures funding from Queen Victoria and the public 
to support Merrick's care, and who writes the final 
encapsulation of events for the London Times. Here, 
L. Michael Scovel's Gomm is worldly and 
authoritative, though more understated than need 
be, given that his monologues essentially open and 
close the play.  

Kurt Brighton delivers a wonderfully coarse and 
scheming Ross, Merrick's carny handler, while 
Wendy Ishii's Mrs. Kendall delicately explores  

Merrick's artistic nature. Sarah Studebaker's soulful 
and original cello accompaniment creates a 
thoughtful and moody atmosphere.  

Reinking's naturalistic settings and direction allow 
Weddle to emulate Merrick's soft-spoken style, but 
the gap between the theater's cozy seating and its 
large, and at times remote, stage, unnecessarily 
distances the audience from what could be a much 
more intimate experience.  

Bob Bows reviews theater for KUVO/89.3 FM, at 
ColoradoDrama.com and for Variety. He can be 
reached at BBows@ColoradoDrama.com.  
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